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SANDERS ACTS TO PROTECT GUARD ANO RESERVE FAMILIES 

Congressman Bernard sanders today announced his support for a 
series . of measures designed to ease the · financial burden of 
Reservists and. National Guardsmen called to service as a result of 
the crisis in the Persian. Gulf. 

Sanders said, ."-While I continue to have very deep concerns 
regarding the policies in the Persian Gulf that President Bush has 
pursued over the last 5 months, I draw a strong distinction between 
those policies and the needs of the men and women who are putting 
their lives on the line in the Persian Gulf, and their families who 
are living in terrible anxiety. I intend to do everything in my 
power to protect servicemembers and their families during these 
difficult times." 

Sanders indicated that this week he will introduce an amendment 
to the Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act which would compensate 
Reservists and Guardsmen for wages lost during their call-up · 
service. sanders said; "It is unacceptable to me, and I think a 
majority of our citizens, that the families who have members 
currently serving in the Reserves and National Guard are living 
under a double anxiety. First, they are worrried about the 
well-being of their loved ones who face potential combat. 
Secondly, with the loss of income resulting from the activation of 
their family members, I fear that many families will now find 
themselves in a difficult financial sitation. Some of these 
families will experience a ver,y significant decline in their 
income, yet the mortgage payment and the rent remain due, the car 
payment, health care needs and college · tuition payments must be 
paid. The government will probably be spending close to $100 
billion dollars on this war. I think that it is proper that a 
small fraction of that amount be appropriated to make certain that 
families who have family members fighting that war do not sink into 
painful financial situations." 

Sanders also said that he is co-sponsoring two other amendments 
to the act. The first, introduced by Rep. sonny Montgomery, 
protects the families of people called to service from eviction 
procedings, postpones civil suits during the time of service, and 
provides for reinstatement of health insurance when service is 
completed. The second measure, introduced by R'ep. Ben Gilman, 
would allow partial deferral of rent owned by low and moderate 
income families of servicemembers. 
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