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NEW YORK TIMES EDITORIAL PRAISES SANDERS' PROPOSAL 

Congressma~ Bernard Sanders expressed sat~sfaction that the 

· l~ad editorial in Sunday's New York Times praised his proposal to 

aid the families of National Guard and Reserve soldiers called 

into active service .. because of the war in the Persian Gulf. 

The Times c~iticized the "embarrassingly outdated support 

system" for these families. Noting that Congress was beginning 

to consider small adjustments to defer student loan repayments 

and upgrade unemployment benefits for soldiers, the editorial 

then stated: "Representative Bernard Sanders, the Vermont 

independent, r?ises the most difficult question of all: How do 

families cope when their income is suddenly cut to military pay? 

He wants Government to make up the difference, up to $40,000." 

Sanders said he was gratified that the editors of the rrimes 

recognized the urgency of the problem and the significance of the 

sanders' proposal. 

Sanders stated he was pleased that the Times recognized the 

modest cost of his proposal, estimated by the Times at $11.4 

million a month. "For less than one-fifth of what each day of 

this war costs," Sanders pointed out, "we can safeguard for a 
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full year the Qconomic security of· the families of the dedicated 

citizens who answered their gov~rnment's call." 

"While there is little that Congress can do to ease the 

anxiet¥ of families who ~re worried about · the physical well-being 

of their loved ones,,. sanders added, "Congress can ease the 

financial anxiety of those families. There is no reason why 

National Guard families, whose breadwinners are at war in the 

Persian Gulf, should be asked to make a major financial sacrifice 

when they have already given so much to their country." 

Sanders introduced his proposal, HR-695, in the first days 

of the war in the Persian Gulf. It currently ·has over 20 co-· 
'• 

sponsors. Sanders revealed he would be speaking with House 

Majority Leader Richard Gephardt this week to ask for his support 

for the proposal. 
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