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U.S. Rep. Bernard Sanders of Vermont addresses a gathering of anti-war demonstrators on the steps of the 
Statehouse in Montpelier on Thursday. 



500 protest U.S . . buildup in Gulf 



Sanders fears 
Congress will 
OK use of force 
By Paul Teetor l)f P\IA 
Free Press Staff Writer l J J I -1 J 

Spurred on by rip-roarin~ 1960s-style 
rhetoric from U.S. Rep. Bernard Sanders, 
I-Vt. , more than 500 anti-war demonstra
tors gathered at the Statehouse on Thurs
day to demonstrate against the American 
military buildup in the Persian Gulf. 

But after the protest, Sanders rel~c
tantly delivered a different message. 

"It looks like Congress will give the 
president the authority to use force in the 
Persian Gulf," Sanders said, referring to 
a resolution he said will be voted on 
either today or Saturday. 

Chanting, "Hey, hey, ho, ho, we won't 
die for Amoco," and holding signs that 
said "Talks Not Troops," the protesters 
made it clear they think there is only one 
reason President Bush appears ready to 
go to war with Iraq: cheap oil. Amoco is a 
U.S. oil company. 

"This is all about oil, cheap oil, and 
that's not a good enough reason for one 
American to die," Kim Hughes of Montpe
lier said. 

Bush was the designated villain at the 
demonstration. The biggest cheer of the 
day came when Sanders warned that it 
would be an impeachable offense if Bush 
sent troops to war without congressional 
a uthoriza ti on. 

Sanders began his brief, impromptu 
talk by telling the crowd that the situa
tion in Congress is "even worse" than he 
said it was during the congressional cam
paign in the summer and fall. 

"There's only one thing Congress is 
good at, and that's getting re-elected. 
Congress has to be shown that the majori
ty of Americans don't want this war. 
Then maybe they'll listen because they 
want to get re-elected," Sanders said. 

Sanders said he planned to fly back to 
Washington to make sure he could vote on 
the various Persian Gulf resolutions that 
have been introduced in Congress. 

"I'm going to do everything I can to 
make sure we don't rush into a war here. 
Our goals can be achieved in a non-vio
lent way, and that would be an historic 
achievement," Sanders said. 



Sanders said almost all of the Republi
cans, as he expected, were supporting 
Bush; he e ~ sed surprise at the lack of 
Democratic unity in opposing Bush. 

"It's distressing to see Congress in 
action. There are 20 to 25 people who are 
very strong in opposing war. But the 
Republicans are rallying around Presi
dent Bush, and it looks like more than 100 
Democrats might desert the Democratic 
leadership. It just points up the weakness 
of the Democratic Party," Sanders said. 

Sanders charged that Bush is not being 
honest with the American people in dis
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cussing the possibility - and 
the consequences - of war in 
the Persian Gulf. 

"He's not being honest about 
the estimates on American loss 
of life. How many body bags 
are they bringing over there?" 
Sanders asked. 

Second, he said Bush is not 
being honest about the cost of a 

-war. 
"A Persian Gulf war will 

cost at least $100 billion to 
$200 billion. Who will pay that, 
and will the administration cut 
back on Medicare and other 
social programs to pay it? I 
think they will," Sanders said. 

"Third, he talks about 
American values, but what do 
the emir of Kuwait and the 

king of Saudi Arabia have to do 
with American values? We're 
talking about feudalistic 
dictatorships," Sanders said. 

Sanders' brief speech was 
punctuated by hoots and hollers 
from the ere: .vd, with a few 
yelling sloga. s. 

· Susan Mesner, a demonstra
tion organizer, said she expects 
the anti-war movement to pick 
up steam in the next few days 
as the Tuesday deadline set by_ 
the United Nations approaches. 
The U.N. has called for Iraq to 
leave Kuwait by that date. 

"And if Bush should go to 
war, we have an emergency 
plan for everyone from around 
Vermont to meet right here on 
the Statehouse steps at noon on 
the · first Saturday after it 
starts,,,. she said. 


