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WASHINGTON - Freshman Rep. 
Bernard Sanders of Vermont made his 
speaking debut on the House· floor 
Wednesday - and blew his chance for an 
encore. 

Sanders, quickly reading a prepared 
text, argued his case against war in the 
Persian Gulf in exactly one minute -just 
as House rules prescribe for speeches that 
start the business day and just as his 
aides had rehearsed him over and over 
again to do. 

"Not many can do it in one minute," a 
veteran Capitol radio newsman told Sand
ers, as the congressman relaxed later 
while waiting to be interviewed on the 
Cable News Network. 

That CNN appearance with two other 
House freshmen, however, cost Sanders 
his chance to make a longer speech on the 
House floor an hour later. 

Sanders had ended his speech by 
promising that "later this afternoon in 
five-minute remarks, I hope to raise-

··· questions relating to potential casual
ties (if there is a Persian Gulf war), the 
potential cost of such a war and the 
nature of our relationship with such feu
dalistic dictatorships as Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait." 

But Sanders, delayed by his television 
appearance, . rushed back to the House 
floor to find that the alloted time for five
minutes speeches had expired. 

"Jesus Christ - we blew it," Sanders 
said. 

Sanders was eager to use his second 
speech to establish himself as a strong 
opponent to an immediate U.S. attack on 
Iraq if Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
doesn't withdraw his forces from Kuwait 
by Jan. 15, the United Nations' deadline. 

"I will do everything I can," he said. 
"I want to play an active role." 

Later, Sanders, an independent social
ist, huddled with a group of liberal Demo
crats to help map a strategy to oppose a 
congressional resolution authorizing the 
president to attac'k after Jan. 15. 

Although Sanders never delivered his 
five-minute speech, it · will be printed in 
the day's Congressional Record. 

"We have 15 minutes to get it (speech) 
into the Record," Sanders told his top 
aide, Doug Boucher, after learning he 
wouldn't be able to speak his lines to the 
House. 

On the CNN show, Sanders made the 
case for continuing to rely on economic 
sanctions as a way of forcing Iraq to 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

"Let it take as long it takes," he said. 
"You have the entire world aligned 
against (Saddam). We can squeeze him." 

Sanders said U.S. intelligence reports 
estimate that the gross national product 
of Iraq has been cut in half since the 
sanctions went into effect. He also cited 
CIA reports that Iraq can't get spare 
parts for its aircraft as further proof that 
sanctions are. working. 


