
WHY I AM OPPOSING THE WAR 

by Rep. Bernard Sanders (I-VT) 

A week ago, I cast one of the first votes of my short 
Congressional career. I was one of only 12 members of the House of 
Representatives who did not go along with the resolution supporting 
the President's leadership in the Persian Gulf. It was a difficult 
vote, and perhaps will prove politically costly. But I felt I had 
no choice: for months I have opposed a policy of war in the Persian 
Gulf, and in good conscience, I cannot switch sides now. 

When I came to Congress at the beginning of January, I was 
not planning to become deeply involved in this issue. I wanted to 
spend my time working on solutions to the immense problems facing 
our nation -- an enormous federal deficit, the concentration of 
wealth in the hands of fewer and fewer people and corporation, the 
lack of affordable housing, the need for national health care, the 
loss of good jobs due to the deindustrialization of America, and 
many other crises. I want to work for good-paying jobs, a healthy 
environment, a fair tax system which makes the rich pay their 
share, and the conservation of energy, water and other vital 
natural resources. But Congress has not been willing to deal with 
these issues. Nor, till it was too late, was it willing to 
confront the drift toward war in Persian Gulf. 

For five months, Congress delayed while President Bush moved 
from an initial deployment of troops to defend Saudi Arabia -
which I supported -- to a buildup of our troops to half a million. 
Despite the ongoing success of the economic sanctions against Iraq, 
which cut its oil exports by 97 % and its GNP by half, the 
President pushed us inexorably toward a military solution. We could 
have won a victory over Saddam Hussein and his brutal regime 
without shedding blood -- but Congress put the question off till 
the last moment, and then voted to authorize war. 

And so now we have Americans dying in the Persian Gulf, in a 
war of "liberation" which in reality will put the Emir of Kuwait, a 
feudal monarch, back on his throne. We are allied with regr�ssive 
kingdoms like Saudi Arabia and terrorist states like Syria, and are 
paying billions of dollars to nations like Egypt (in forgiven debt) 
for meager support. 

This war is already causing a terrible loss of life, 
especially among civilians, and many more will die as the ground 
fighting begins in earnest. The destruction of water, electricity 
and transport systems is beginning to cause massive starvation 
among innocent women and children. And our country is spending 
hundreds of millions of dollars each day -- money which could have 
gone toward building houses, educating our children, cleaning up 
our rivers and creating decent, well-paying jobs -� on a war which 
is costing the lives of the best of our young men and women. 

A year ago, as the Cold War which had dominated our lives for 
nearly half a century finally came to an end, the world looked to 
the future with new hope. At last humanity could put its energy 
and resources into building instead of destroying -- into health, 



education and the environment rather than bombs, missiles and 
bullets. A truly new world order could be created. 

But President Bush's decision, and Congress' abdication of its 
responsibilities to him, has closed the door on this vision. The 
world order brought into being by this war is the tragic one of 
centuries past, in which disputes are settled. by bloody wars rather 
than by non-violent, worldwide unity against aggression. After the 
war our troops will need to be foreign occupiers in the Arab world. 
and our money will be committed to paying for military costs in the 
Middle East rather than for our pressing needs here at home. 

This is why I opposed the war in the Persian Gulf before it 
started. And it is why, despite the unpopularity of my position, I 
must continue to work for peace today. 


