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AVOIDING WAR IN THE PERSIAN GULF 

By Representative-elect Bernard Sanders 

Clearly, there is no issue of more importance to the people 
of Vermont and the nation than the crisis in the Persian Gulf. 

Since my election to the Congress, I have held public 
hearings on the Persian Gulf in Brattleboro, Rutland, Burlington 
and Montpelier. The turn-out for these hearings was 
extraordinary, with over 650 Vermonters coming out to voice their 
opinions·. During the same period, some 200 Vermonters have 
written me about the crisis. While many different analyses were 
made, and many different views offered, the overwhelming 
sentiment of the Vermonters who attended these hearings and who 
wrote to me has been; "The crisis in the Persian Gulf can be 
resolved in a non-violent manner. We do not need to go to war." 

Here, briefly, are my own views regarding the very serious 
crisis in the Persian Gulf: 

- First, Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait was illegal,
immoral and extremely brutal. The goal of U.S. policy, and United 
Nations policy, must be to see that Iraq completely withdraws 
from Kuwait. What€ver concerns that Iraq has with regard to its 
relationship to Kuwait can and should be discussed and negotiated 
- but only after Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait. Further, given
the very unstable and volatile situation in the middle-east, it
is my view that the possession of nuclear, chemical and
biological weapons in that area, by Iraq or any other nation,
creates an extremely dangerous situation for the future. I will
push to see that the United States and United Nations do all that
it can to rid that region of these dangerous weapons.

Secondly, I have very deep concerns regarding President 
Bush's movement toward a major war without the consent of the 
United States Congress. On this issue I hold a very conservative 
point of view. To my mind, our Constitution is absolutely clear 
that it is the Congress of the United States, and not the 
President, which declares war. If the President sends 500,000 
American troops into war without Congressional approval, he is 
making a mockery of the Constitution and the separation of powers 
in our government which protect our democratic rights. In this 

regard, I fault not only the1President but the Congress itself. 



At this moment, ( and hopefully this will change) it appears that 
the Congress lacks the political courage to stand up and be 
counted on this issue which will have such an enormous.impact on 
this nation. I intend to do whatever I can to make Congress 
accept its responsibility in this situation, and prevent the 
President from taking this country into a major war by himself. 

- Thirdly, it is my view that all of the goals that we wish to
accomplish in the Persian Gulf can be attained without a war. The 
United Nations, and every major power on earth, are in strong 
opposition to Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, and are demanding their 
withdrawal. The international economic sanctions against Iraq 
are working - impacting not only the Iraqi economy but that 
nation's ability to make war. In my view, we must continue the 
strongest economic pressure possible against Iraq. If we do, and 
are patient, we will secure our goals - without the loss of 
thousands of lives. 

It is also my view that the military presence in the Persian 
Gulf sho�ld be that of a peace-keeping force, with strong multi
national support, under the United Nations. The function of that 
peace-keeping force should be to prevent further Iraqi aggression 
and uphold the economic sanctions supported by the United 
Nations. I am deeply concerned that over two-thirds of the troops 
on the front lines will soon be American soldiers. If a true 
peace-keeping force were stationed in the Persian Gulf, with 
widespread support from many nations, the total number of 
American troops in that area could be significantly reduced. 

-Fourthly, I am deeply concerned that the President has not
been straight-forward with the people in terms of what this war 
will mean to the economy of the United States, to our tax-payers 
and to our general standard of living. A war with Iraq could 
easily cost $100 to $200 billion. Where will this money come 
from? Is it likely war will mean new taxes for the middle class 
and poor. War would also mean cuts in social security, and 
further cuts in medicare. We could expect reduced funding for 
education, environmental protection, children's programs, health 
care, housing, infrastructure repair, agriculture, economic 
development and all of the other areas that the President and 
Congress have neglected over the last ten years. In other words, 
in all likelihood, a war will accelerate the economic decline of 
the United States into a second rate industrial nation with a 
lower and lower standard of living. That's not a direction for 
this country that I intend to support. 

- Fifth, it doesn't take a genius to perceive that there is 
something absurd about the prospect of tens of thousand of 
American soldiers dying to defend feudalistic governments such as 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait which, themselves, have no respect for 
democracy, religious freedom, the rights of women and other 



values that most of us share. It is nothing less than a disgrace 
that American soldiers are unable to practice their religion or 
openly celebrate Christmas or Chanukah because the Saudi 
government is opposed to religious freedom. 

- Lastly, it goes without saying that the United States
needs a new energy policy which will emphasize conservation and 
the creation of new, sustainable forms of energy such as solar 
power. This new energy policy could not only break our 
dependency upon Middle-East oil, but would also make a great deal 
of sense from an environmental point of view. 


