
Sanders formally starts 
quest for U.S. ·senate 

ANDY DUBACK,/or the Free Press 

Rep. Bernie �anders, I-Vt., waves to his supporters at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Burlington on Friday during 
a rally to announce his candidacy for the U.S. Senate. 

Independent attacks Bush administration 
By Nancy Remsen 
Free Press Staff Writer 

Bernie Sanders leaned 
into the lectern, waved his 
fist, raised - his voice. and 
asked an audience of 400 
gathered Friday evening at 
the Unitarian Universalist, 
Church of Burlington to join 
him in a campaign to win a 
seat in the U.S. Senate and 
wrest controi' of government 
from "one-party rule and Re
publican right-wing extrem
ism." 

"Our goal will be to help 
revitalize American democ
r·acy, to allow young people 
to once again experience the 
idealism, the hope and the: 
vision that have made our 
country so great," declared 
Sanders, an independent 
who has represented Ver
mont in the U.S. House since 
1990. 

The supportive crowd in
terrupted his 20-minute 
speech repeatedly with clap
ping and hooting as Sanders 
formally launched a Senate 

campaign that , has been un
der way for a year - ever 
since Sen. Jim Jeffords, I-Vt., 
declared he would retire. 

"I loved it," a youthful 
John William Myer of Shel
burne declared when the 
rally ended. Myer said he'll · 
be voting in his first election 
in November and will cast 
his ballot for Sanders. 

James Wanner of Burling
ton turned out, too, for the 
first _of several rallies Sand
ers will hold this weekend to 
kick off the campaign sea-

son. �•r voted for Bernie 
when he ran for governor 
from the Liberty Union 
Party," .Wanner said. That 
was in the 1970s. "He's terri
fic." 

Sanders attacked the Bush 
administration for giving tax 
breaks to billionaires and al
lowing the national debt to 
hit record levels. "Hear me 
loud and clear," he said. "I 
believe that it is wrong and 
an embarrassment to our 
country that we continue to 
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ANDY DUBACK,for the Free Press te 
Rep. Bernie Sanders, J-Vt., announces his candidacy for the U.S. Senate on Friday at fo 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of Burlington. dt 

SANDERS: 
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have, by far, the most un
equal distribution of wealth 
and income of any major 
country on earth and that the 
gap between the rich and the 
poor i� growing wider every 
day." 

He also cr;iticized the ad
ministration's record on 
health care, environmental 
protection and energy pol
icy. 

He brought the crowd to 
its feet when he reminded 
them that he had never sup
ported the war in Iraq, but 
he cautioned that there were 
no simple remedies now. 
"There are no right answers. 
There are no decisions with
out con�equences," Sanders 
said. Still, noting that polls 
suggest the Iraqi people be
lieve they would be safer 
and more secure if U.S. 
troops left, he argued, "We 
should honor their feelings 
and bring our troops home 
as soon as possible - within 
the next year." 

U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
D-Vt., joined a firefighter,
nurse, law professor and .
businessman in · endorsing
Sanders' candidacy. "Bernie
Sanders came to Washington
to fight for us," Leahy said,
'.'and he kept his word."

Betha Hedenburg of 
Montpelier got a ride with a 
friend to Sanders' campaign 
kickoff., "He's an everyday 
person," said HP.ciPnhnra 

I think I'll do' more," she said. 
"What is going on in the U.S. 
is ridiculous and politicians 
like him are our only hope." 

Sanders will face one of 
two Republicans after the 
Sept. 12 primary election -
IDX founder Rich Tarrant of 
Colchester· or · former Air 
·Force pilot Greg Parke of
Rutland.

Parke said Friday that he
sees Sanders as politically
vulnerable for his record on
national security. "If Ver
mont knew his actual recm:d
on protecting America, they
would vote against him."

Tim Lennon, spokesman 
for Tarrant, noted that Sand
ers and Tarrant agree on the 
need for change in Washing
ton. "The problem with Con
gressman Sanders is he is: 
more of the same,.". Lennon 
said. "Rich Tarrant is the 
·voice of moderation Ver
monters are looking for."

The Senate campaign is
expected to be the costliest
in Vermont history. Already
Tarrant has put $3.45 million
of his personal fortune into
his campaign, while Sanders
has raised $2.9 million and
Parke has collected more
than $1 million.

Tarrant has run television
advertisements nonstop
since January, forcing Sand
ers-to go on the air early, too.
Parke also has run television
and radio ads.

0 ,.... --!- A _ 1 

Sanders file 

■ AGE: 64

■ RESIDES: Burlington
■ PARTY: Independent
■ P

0

OLITICAL OFFICES: 

Meml:>er of Congress 
•since 1990; mayor of 
Burlington, 1981-1989 
■ JOB: Member of U.S.
House of Representatives
■ FAMILY: Wife, Jane
O'Meara Sanders; one
grown son, Levi Sanders, -
and three grown stepchil
dren, Heather, Carina and
David Driscoll
■ WEB SITE: www.ber-.
nie.org 

Kickoff tour 

Rep. Bernie Sanders, 1-
Vt., plans five stops on a 
statewide tour that will 
launch his campaign for a 
seat in the U.S. Senate: 
■ SPRINGFIELD: Noon,
today, Riverside Middle
School, 13 Fairground
Road
■ RUTLAND: 6 p.m. to
day, Unitarian Church,
117 West St.
■ BENNINGTON: 11 a.m.
Sunday, Panda Garden, 
141 W. Main St. 
■ BRATTLEBORO: .6 ·
p.m. music, 7 p.'rn. an
nouncement, Sunday, All
Souls Church, West Vil
•lage Meeting House, 29
South St.
■ ST.ALBANS: Noon,
Monday, St.. Albans His-

. torical Museum, 8 Church 
St. 
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