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BURLINGTON - Vermont's 
independent congressman, 
Bernard Sanders, officially 
opened his campaign for a sev
enth term Monday, returning to 
the city where his career - and 
a Vermont political movement -
was founded. 
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Sanders told several dozen SU}> Rep. Sanders 
staffer, noted 
that when 
Sanders was porters gathered at the 

Community Boat House on 
Burlington's waterfront that he 
would conti.nu� to speak for the 
poor, elderly, working families, 
veterans· and others he said had 
little voice in Congress, which he 
characterized as responsive.only 
to the wealthy. 

"From my first election to my 
last, what the people of Vermont 
have said to me is, 'Bernie, you go 
down there and shake up that sys
tem, "' he said "And that is what 
I have been attempting to do for 
the last 12 years." 

Advocates for unions, women's 
issues, a livable wage, affordable 
housing and veterans lined up to 
endorse Sanders, as did former 
Vermont Gov. Philip Hoff. 

"I don't know anybody who has 
worked harder and stood more 
for social justice and economic 
justice than Bernie Sanders," Hoff 
told the crowd. "In that sense, he 
hasn't changed a bi�" 

Several speakers credited 
Sanders, the former Burlington 
mayor, with making the city a bet
ter place to live and with helping 
create the Boat House and water
front park that residents now enjoy. 

first elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1990, critics 
charged that without a party affil
iation he'd be ineffective. 

"No one says that anymore, not 
even his opponents," Fiermonte 
said. 

Sanders sounded familiar 
themes as he outlined his cam
paign, especially economic ones. 
He railed against corporate 
executives who a.re paid mil
lions, then lay off workers and 
move factories overseas. 

He decried the low wages and 
long hours for workers forced by 
U.S. trade policy to compete 
again.st workers in co�tries like 
China, where workers are paid 
30 cents an hour and face being 
jailed for trying to unionize. 

"For those ... who defend our 
disastrous trade policies, go to 
the Ethan Allen plants in Island 
Pond and Randolph and talk to 
the workers who lost their jobs 
there to cheap imports," 
Sanders said. "Speak to the 
workers at Cone Blanchard in 
Windsor, or Bryant Grinder or 
the Fellows Corporation in 
Springfield. Talk to the unem-

ployed workers at Bogners in 
Newport, Sheftex in St. 
Johnsbury, Stanley Tools in 
Shaftsbury, Kimberly Clark in 
Ryegate, or Johnson Controls 
in Bennington." 

He attacked Republicans for 
cutting taxes for the wealthy but 
saying there was no more money 
for health care programs, edu
cation, the environment or vet
erans. He said the country 
should protect itself from ter
rorism, but not at the expense 
of surrendering its civil liber
ties. 

And, Sande1-s'said, the coun
try should wean itself off Middle 
Eastern oil by fostering sustain
able energy _and work to allevi
ate the world poverty that breeds 
terrorism and anti-Americanism. 

He also said he was heartened 
to see both Democrats and 
Republicans talking about low
ering the cost of prescription 
drugs, an issue he has long 
championed. 

"The time is now for all us 'to 
take on· the pharmaceutical 
industry," Sanders said. " ... The 
ti.me is now to substantially lower 
the cost of prescription drugs 
for all Americans, and provide 
a strong prescription drug ben
efit under Medicare." 

Sanders started his career as 
mayor of Burlington, a post he 
held from 1981 to 1989. There, 
he helped found the Progressive 
movement that has since 
become a major political party 
in Vermont. 

He had flirted with the idea of 

running for governor in 
November but last fall said the 
challenges the U.S. wa5 facing in 
the wake of the Sept. 11 tcrror
is t attacks and other events 
made his presence in Congress 
vital. 

The Democratic Party will not 
field a candidate against 
Sanders, who shares many of 
their views. On the Republican 
side, former fighter pilot 
Gregory Park of Rutland and 
two lawyers - Rutland's William 
Meub and Royalton 's Karen 
Kerin - are set to square off in 
a Republican primary for the 
chance to run against Sanders. 

Sanders didn't mention any of 
them, and said after the event 
that he had no plans to engage 
them until after the September 
primary. 

Whoever wins will face a sub
stantial challenge. Sanders is a 
popular incumbent, and accord
ing to his campaign manager 
- his wife,Jane Sanders - he
has already amassed over
$600,000 in his campaign war
chest.

Sanders also said he wanted to 
engage young people and citi
zens who are turned off by pol
itics in the campaign. 

"My hope is that in this cam
paign we can revitalize 
American democracy, and cre
ate a government in Washington 
that represents everybody, and 
not just the very wealthy," 
Sanders said. 

Contact David Mace at 
david. mace@timesargus.com. 


