
Smtth concedes: 'It wasn't my night. This was Bernie's night.' 
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By Belly Liiey 
Free Press Staff Writer 

MONTPELIER - Republican Richard 
Snelling won election Tuesday io. a fifth term, 
but Democrat Peter Welch surprised the ex­
perts by turning the race into a tight contest. 

Snelling spoke to Welch by phone after 
midnight, saying: "I'm going to work very 
hard to bring us all together." 

Minutes later be carried the message to an 
enthusiastic crowd of 125 gathered in the 
ballroom of the Montpelier Days Inn. 

"The first task of any governor-elect is to 
bring together the people on the other side, the 
people who have fears, the people who were 
unsure. " a beaming Snelling said, surrounded 
by bis wife, children, grandchildren and bis 
mother-in-law. 

Snelling, who bad been serenaded by the 
theme from the movie "Rocky" several times 
during the night, said the next task would be 
to appoint the five state agency secretaries. 
Snelling said be would be ready to discuss 
some of bis appointments within three days. 

Snelling hopes to have a full budget review 
completed by mid-December. 

"Starting tomorrow early, we're off to 
work," Snelling said. "I am charged with 
energy." 

Welch conceded the election at 12:15 a.m. 
at bis Burlington headquarters, with members 
of bis family and Gov. Madeleine Kunin by bis 
side. His supporters chanted: "'92, '92," but 
Welch wouldn't comment on bis campaign 
plans. 

Welch congratulated Snelling and said, "I 
sincerely do wish him very well in the two 
years ahead because there is a lot at stake in 
the state of Vermont." · 

"The so-called experts called this race 
seven months ago,'' Welch bad earlier said of 
pollsters who showed him losing by as much 
as 37 points at the start of the campaign. 

Welch said bis surprising showing "reflects 
the fact that we bad a very straightforward 
message. It's time to start respecting the 
dignity of the middle-class, the working people 
and seniors." 

"Peter has done amazingly well on a 
shoestring campaign," Kunin said. 

By the most recent financial deadline, 

Snelling bad outspent Welch by almost Bernard Sanders claims victory Tuesday as Vermont's U.S. representative. 
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By Paul Teetor 
Free Press Staff Writer 

Vermont voters gave socialist 
Bernard Sanders an overwhelming 
mandate Tuesday to do what be 
bas promised for years: Give 'em 
hell in W asbingtoo. 

Sanders, the former four-term 
mayor of Burlington, is the first 
socialist elected to Congress in 40 
years, benefiting from a rising 
tide of taxpayer -anger about the 
way Congress does business. 

At 1 a.m., Sanders held a 18 
percentage-point lead over Repub­
lican incumbent Peter Smith. 
Sanders was winning in every 
county except Bennington. 

. . Smith conceded at 10:10 p.m. 
in the Days Inn in Montpelier. 
Five minutes later, Sanders made 
his first victory speech after six 
unsuccessful tries for statewide 
office. 

. "Our small state might go 
.down in history as the leading 
state in a political revolution 
which takes power away from the 
multinational corporatio111 and the 
wealthy and gives it back to the 
people,'' Sanders said, while cheers 
rang out from the overflowing 
crowd at Memorial Auditorium in 
Burlington. 

Sanders, the perennial under­
dog, is about to become a national 
celebrity. 

His campaign manager, Raebel 
Levin, said Sanders will appear on 
the CBS television show "This 
Morning" today and that be might 
appear on several other national 
news shows. 

"He won't just be one in '35 
congressmen. He'll be one in a 
million," said Stuart Rothenberg, 
publisher of the Washington-based 
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Sanders appreciates 
long-awaited victory 
By Lita Scagliotti 
Free Press Staff Writer 

Long before independent Ber­
nard Sanders showed up at bis 
victory party Tuesday night, his 
supporters knew be was on bis 
way to becoming Vermont's next 
congressman. 

But Sanders was slow to claim 
victory. He remained home with 
his wife, Jane, and their children 
while supporters gathered at Me­
morial Auditorium. 

Even while watching election 
returns at home on television -
where national networks called 
the race in bis favor before 7:30 
p.m. - no one took victory for 
granted. 

"All of us were pretty ner­
vous,'' Jane Sanders said. 

By 8 p.m., those in the auditori­
um knew Sanders woo in Spring­
field, Brattleboro, Rutland Town, 
and four wards in Burlington in­
cluding the traditionally Republi­
can Ward 4. 

Although be said be would ar­
rive by 9 p.m., the candidate and 
bis family arrived just before 10 
p.m. to a chorus of "Bei'-nie, Ber­
nie, Ber-Die" cheers from hundreds 
of supporters. 

Taking the podium, Sanders 
would only say, "Things look 
good." 

"You did it," one man 
screamed from the crowd. 

"No, no, no, no," Sanders re­
plied shaking bis bead. "You all 
remember two years ago?" be 
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Sanders appreciates · ong-awa1te Victory 
From page 1A 
asked refemng to how national 
TV predicted a win before his 
four-point loss to Smith in the 
1988 U.S. House race. 

"Yes," came the reponse from 
the crowd. 

This is the man, who in 1981, 
won his first of four terms as 
Burlington's mayor by 10 votes 
recounted several days later. 

By 10 p.m., the band started 
and the dancing began and a cau­
tious Sanders moved through the 
crowd hugging supporters on all 
sides. But within just a few min­
utes, his opponent was on the big 
screen TV in the corner of the 
room. 

"The bad news is we lost the 

election," Smith told the GOP 
gathering in Montpelier. 

The cheers went up even loud­
er at the Sanders' party: "Ber-Die, 
Ber-Die, Ber-Die." 

Taking the podium again, 
Sanders recalled election night 
1988. "Two years ago, we con­
ceded, and I know the pain that he 
feels," Sanders said of Smith. 

But he did not dwell on the 
past. Sanders thanked his organi­
zation of more than 1,000 volun­
teers and the thousands of 
supporters from every comer of 
the state saying his election to 
Congress means the start of a 
national "political revolution." 

"Tonight is not the end but the 
beginning," he said "We will not 
succeed uni~ all of us ... begin to 

stand up and fight for what is 
right. That's what we intend to do 
in Congress." 

Ending his remarks, Sanders 
left the main stage for live inter­
views with local and regional TV 
reporters. Some supporters 
brought Sanders a tiered chocolate 
cake with a miniature statue of 
Sanders in front of the Capitol. 

The dancing started again 
across the bare basement floor. 
Faces in the crowd included City 
Hall workers past and present, 
winning and losing local candi­
dates of the day, longtime sup­
porters, and new volunteers. 

Off to one side, Ben Cohen of 
Ben & Jerry's Homemade Inc., 
scooped ice cream into little pa­
per cups to go with the cake. 

"I had my doubts," Cohen ad­
mitted about Sanders' candidacy. 
"But I think the chickens finally 
came home to roost." 

Dennis Gilbert, the Hamilton 
College sociology professor Sand­
ers recruited while teaching there 
this spring, conducted the cam­
paign's weekly tracking polls. He 
said the candidate never believed 
the leads the numbers forecasted. 

"I think he thought that polling 
is a little bit of hocus-pocus," 
Gilbert said. 

Florence Thabault, a longtime 
Winooski Democrat, smiled and 
said the "young people" were to 
credit for Sanders' win. "They 
worked so hard for him," she said. 
"We're going to stir up Congress 
now." 



Republican Smith loses his congressional seat to socialist Sanders 
From page 1A 
"Political Report." 

Smith, whose ads in the last 
week of the campaign attacked 
Sanders' integrity and values, was 
a gracious loser. 

"This is a bitter defeat for me, 
but I'm proud of the job I've 
done," Smith said. "It wasn't my 
night. This was Bernie's night." 

Smith blamed bis loss on being 
forced to stay in Washington an 
extra three weeks while Congress 
grappled with the deficit reduc­
tion bill. "We lost the month of 
October, and taking nothing away 
from my opponent, you just can't 
do it in the two weeks we bad 
left." 

Vermont political analysts said 
Sanders won by a margin greater 

- and earlier - than anyone bad 
predicted. 

"This means that, at least in 
Vermont, negative ads don't 
work," said Eric Davis, a political 
science professor at Middlebury 
College. 

Sanders' win also got a quick 
national reaction. 

"I think the election of Bernie 
Sanders tells us that someone who 
is of an independent mind, some­
one whom those who founded the 
country thought would constitute 
the citizenry of a democracy, has 
won," said Studs Terkel, a 78-
year-old author and columnist. 

In bis victory speech, Sanders 
sounded the familiar themes that 
be is sure to bring up in Congress. 

"We need a mass movement of 
tens of millions of people who will 

stand up and say we want national 
health care, we want the million­
aires and the multinational cor­
porations to pay their fair share 
of taxes, we want more money 
going into education and the envi­
ronment and no more Star Wars 
and stealth bombers," he said. 

William Schneider, a political 
analyst at the American Enter­
prise Institute in Washington, said 
Sanders might well emerge as the 
conscience of the Democratic Par­
ty - the same party that be has 
been bashing for 20 years. 

"Bernie will get a lot of atten­
tion in Congress. He won with a 
lot of Democratic votes. He wants 
to join the Democratic caucus, 
and I think he will tell the Demo­
crats they are supposed to stand 
up for working people," Schneider 

said. 
Sanders said he had spoken 

with Vermont's senior senator, 
Patrick Leahy, who promised the 
assistance of bis staff in helping 
Sanders make the contacts he 
needs with congressional Demo­
crats. 

He said he will seek advice on 
legislative issues from environ­
mentalist Barry Commoner; Dr. 
David Himmelstein, a Harvard 
Medical School professor; and con­
sumer advocate Ralph Nader. 

Davis said the race turned on 
Smith's vote for the first deficit 
reduction deal a month ago - a 
vote that put him on record as 
favoring $60 billion in Medicare 
cuts, even though the proposal 
was defeated. 

"It was obvious the race only 

started going toward Sanders the 
last few weeks after Smith's vote 
for the first deficit deal. Normal­
ly, that vote was defensible, but 
given the climate it was indefen­
sible and it put Smith totally on 
the defensive," Davis said. 

Davis said Smith erred by run­
ning negative attack ads. 

"The rule on negative ads is 
that they only work against un­
known commodities. Bernie Sand­
ers is a very well-known 
commodity as the mayor of Bur­
lington. People may or may not 
like him, but they certainly know 
him. It's really a last-ditch strate­
gy to try to redefine your oppo­
nent," be said. 

Brian Cosgrove, executive di­
rector of the Vermont Republican 
Party, said Sanders ran a good 

race and deserved to win. 

"There was a widespread dis­
satisfaction with Congress as an 
institution, and Bernie was the 
beneficiary. The time was right 
for his message," Cosgrove said. 

Hendrik Hertzberg, editor of 
New Republic magazine, said 
Sanders will expan<t the possibili­
ties in Congress. 

"It will be good to have Sand­
ers in Washington because the 
biggest occupational disease of 
Congress is a sense of limited 
possibilities. The range of ideas 
that are discusssed and taken se­
riously are extremely narrow, so 
someone who is committed to 
talking about a wider range of 
policy ideas will be welcome," be 
said. 


