
Sa11derS:·Coll,)es· .. •from.fame·.tt1ctory 
Many well-known· people Fr�m humble· beginnings _ attended lawmaker�s high schobl 
- Bf:f. cJ.11--1 /: 65 . · -· , , · . . o: . 

James Madison High School iri Brooklyn; N.Y:, has graduated some nbtable students, including : Rep .. Bernie Sanders; I-Vt. Sanders is seen below (top rciw,.second from left) with.the track team. 
By. Erm Kelly · · Free Press Washington.Writec., WASHINGTON ...:. New.i York Sen. Charles Schumer': has a .,personal. reason for 

wanting to help elect_ Vermo_nt Rep .. B�rnie . Sanders to the · . Senate riext year. · · 
Sa.riders would.· be · more than just another vote for Sen­ate liberals. He is, just as" irri0 • portant to . Schumer, a fellow · graduate of James Madison High School in Brooklyn. · If Sanders w,ere ·ele_ cted to _ .. K··

ey·"t; o
· -'·a· b"•e: .tte

.
r l"1fe ·· _. the Senate next November, he .. would become· one of three When . Sanders, Schumer . sitting senators who gradu- . and Coleman. were at Madi­ated from the New Yo.rk City son, the school was attended 

school. Sanders, an indepen� . largely by the · children {?f · 
dent, was in the Class of 1959 . . ' working-class Jewish,· Irish Schumer, a Democrat, was in and Italian parerits who saw the .Class ·of.1967. Sen; Nomi education as the keyto a bet­Coleman of Minnesota, a Re-· ter life for their children. . . publican, was· in the Class of·: . · Sanders, whose fatµer emi-1966.- · .. , · ·· grated from P9land at age 17 .Although many me�bers and never . graduated from· 
of the Senate graduated from high_ school,· saiq. his parentsthe same college (17 from Har- - especially _his mother -vard University alone), it is Jaµghthimto take, sthool �rc:ri­ra.re for them to have .attended ··ously:.as his ti,cket to the mid�. 

· the same high scho6t:,;•;J1l:, · , dle class. . • . ,, : . · Notable grads ,· "It would be utterly" amaz- "I 'would say the main rea- · ing," said Schumer.. son why schools like Madison . (From left) Sen. Norm Cofeman, R-Minn.; Ruth Bader Ginsburg, U.S. Supren:ie Court justice; 

For Madison High, it would produced a lot ·of folks who · 
be another point of pride at a went: out into the world and 
75-year-old institution that al- . accomplished things ,was _that 

. Sen:Charles Schumer, D-N.Y;; Martin Landau, actor; Carole King, sjnger/songwriter; Andrew 
. Dice Clay,.comedian; :cal Abrams, former professional.baseball player with the old Brooklyn 
Dodgers and other teams. · 

'ready has a lot to brag about. �- . they had parents _wh? desper- · Other ·promine,nt grads.The school has had such . ately wanted t�eir kids to do· Stanley Cohen, 1986 :Nobel Prize winner for medicine. notable graduates as Supreme.: b�tter economically,_ cllld so,; Arnold ·Kopelson, ,movie producer, Ac'ademy Court Justic;e Ruth. Bader ·• ,c1�lly . than they_ ... ha1, .. don_e, · · Award winner for !:)est picture for «Platoon." 
Ginsburg, novelist Irwin Shaw-· i)�d ,�ande_rs, �3- l.�i.s°,meone �udy l_aRuss�, former five�ti�e NBA All-Star. 

Gary Becker, professor' and 1992 Nobel Prize winner for economics. 
("Rich Man, Poor Man") and ·, ;�n,:: the neighborhoo.�:,-gradu-

H�rry �isenstadt, former baseball player-with N b 1 p · · · • d . ,ated from college;Ahat , was a . : ? e nze ';mne_rs ) me - ,, _vefLbig deaL;',.. : .ix_ S,: . 1 
the B1o�kl�n D_odgers and other. teams. · icme and econoi,mcs. \ al�o 1:\ /t.° The co'ngressmart\.'s;iid, ·he Fuzzy Levane, former coach of the New York 

Bar�. Commone�, a cellular biologist who helped · launch the' modern environmental movement; heran for president in 1980 as a third-party candi- . date. . ' ' has t�rned. out' e�tertau�ets . has esp�c'iallyJond,m'ei:nor'ies ·. 'Knicks. ' ' ' ' a?d . athletes
'.
.� mcludmg, ofasocia.lstudies teacher\vho ·· ,, . ; t c 1 . Joel Benjamin; U.S. chess champion in 1987, Source: James Madison High School Alumni Association si_nger song_wn er ar� e . encouraged . students to ·sh"are . 1997 .and ?OOO. . Kmg, comedian �drew Dice , and debate · a wide range · of . Clay, ac�or Martin . Landau'. . ideas. • , . . · · . ._ . and old-time Brooklyn Dod�- . , "He. 'provoked discussfon · . Repiesentati;es. . tude that the future w'as ers Cal Abrams and Harry El- : and showed us . _that : ideas , , ·. He ran f9r president of the . brighter and that the war.Id · senstadt. . . . . · .. , could b'e great fun," Sari:ders school; but lost fo a frienci. . _could be your oyster if you . A more recent graduatei Ju- .'said> , . , , .. , . . .. I: . i'To me :the , idea that'.. I worked hard," Schumer saH ha. James, was chos�n a� •.a, .. ,There ·1were ea�lf _indic�" would '.be elected to -the ·U.S. . The . senator said .his?004 Rh?�es Sc�ol�!)11 che111: :- 'twns_bf t�e c':'ngres_snia11's �n- ·, Congress was literally . beyond · · thoughts were far from poli­�stlry and is hopi�?- to help ?e:- · .. ergetiq, talkative �tyle.i, : . . •comprehension," said Sand" . tics back then .. -- ·,. · ve op a. vaccme ·.: t_c:>, · prevent . : i ,., "I enjoyed -classroom 'dis-AIDS · .. , , · · ersi who �hought_ he might be-. "I played· bas_ketball morn-

I "M. 
d

' 0 · • ·,' ·"<-'.1·'\t":',t1··k· · cussio,i:is_v'.f;!)'., rimc_h(andhl',wdas , , come a social; worker. "My' ing, rio9n arid night, and sp�rit a IS" n _ is: ·a_·;?·:. _1 e ; always·.· ra1smg _my·,. an ," , . Brooklyn, , said Pnncipal.Jo_-_;'., Sanders recalled,·tl.remember . parents (who both died wh�� a lot·of time trying to pick ·up · seph _A:(.Goglioi'inelia.C: i:�t;s'..\ _the Jeachers is}c·-':· l;:r:¢:il.m · Sanders was young) would,·· girls-without much success,"provincial;' yet .at, the: · same. down, Bernara'.s:i. o.riie(me : have been amazed." Schumer saidl'. ' . ' .. 
· time woddly.:H has a, great_, else have a chaiiceit :e·ak�'.''. . . . Schume�, 54, said the�e was . Colem�;'55f was the· only 

small�t_own: fee!irig,,; �ut . i!�(. '. ,·. ��,sa?,d..e.r�; · c::aptairiJof .·the · a �ense · of, optimism: at,· the. one to win elected office · in vrc:ry diverse, with. a real .mi.�_;•./:track ·te�: and«.a,_�good, stu- 'school during the 1960s when , high school, serving as· class 

' . �!e��I��?���:\�J£��:1��;f r:;;:?:t����1t��;!�!:f tl�tt:g.���' ' he. :i�:-11;:;�-rits'•h�,d -�\ltviv�d tre:;u�::���d _·. eaily,: on .that 
eni::ed Brooklyn ·ana 'MiitlisontL '.'daf' be�.cl.ebatj:iig'.•1iq_¢ag!i6n:,-ihe . the Depression .and . World 'power· tomes with control· of · you're ready fo� aiJr,thlng:",. :•,tffloo� .' df'·tiie · us. ·a6usei of. War,-rr, and _th�re was/an atti- the · .money," Cole�an said, 

. ' I, 

l�ughing. Sanders;, Schum.er and Coleman said the lessons they learn.ed on the · basketball· court.Cir baseball field were as · important ·to them as what they learne\i in the.classroom. "We'd play softball or.bas­ketball in the school yard ev­
ery Sunday morning," Cole-, 
man said. ,"There 'd be 20 or 30 kids wa:ntirig to play. U your' team won,. you got to 

I keepplaying afid · choose . the play­
ers that w'ould play with you,If ydu lost, you could ·be· sit­ting,' on the· sidelines a:·· long . time .. So you fought hard· towin.,''· · · · 


